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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

FOREIGN.—The Ambassadors of the Powers
in Constantinople hav
mit fresh demands for reforms In the Turkish
ampire and to enforee them by means of coer-
clon, If nevessary. - Queen Victoria ia going
to write an autoblography. The home of
Earl Russell was burned by incendiaries, =——
An extensive plan of campalgn In Cuba is at-
tributed to Weyler.

DOMESTIC, —President  Cleveland formally
recognlized and entered Inte diplomatic relations
with the new Greater Republic of Central Amer-
fen. ——— Major McKinley arrived in Canton;
he found his home full of callers waiting to talk
with him. —=— Three failures of individuala
and firms In Chicago and one bank fallure in
Wiscongin were announced. === The condue-
tors and motormen of the Boston street-rallway
system decided to strike. .

CITY AND SUBURBAN.—A marss-meeting of
Republican citizens was hald in Carnegie Hall
1o urge the election of Joseph H. Choate to the
Sonate: the speakers were Edmund Wetmore,
Willlam . Guthrie, Elihu Root and General
Swayne. ——— The testimony in the Zucker
arson trial wus closed before Justice Furman
fn the Criminal Branch of the Supreme Court.
c— Cornelius Vanderbilt was at his office at
the Grand Central Station for the first time
gince his severs illness. ———= Dr, Charles But-

ler, the venerable member aof the Board of Trus- |

tees of the New-York University, Is ill with
prneumonia at his home. — Flias 8. Ward, a
rominent husiness man and politiclan of New-

ersay, died at his home in Newark. =————= Stocks
were duil and strong.
THE WEATHER.—Indications for to-day:

Cold and eloudy. Temperature yesterday: High-
est, 30 degrees; lowest, 14; average, 24

WELFARE BLPORE WAR.

The somewhat profane apdvice “to ralse
more hogs and less hell,” first given to a turbu-
lent Southern communiy, has often been ve-
peated. but never with more pertinence that at
the present thme, It Is now to be applied not
to a single community nor State, but to 1wo
great nations; or to conslderable elements
thereof. To read some prints and to hear some
speeches in both Spaln and the United States
one might tmagine that the two natlons were
Nterally “spoiling for a fight” just for the sake
of finding a way to expend their surplus energy
and eash. There is, of course, no just cause on
elther side for war. nor indeed any desire for it
among serlons and responsible men. Yet, slnce
“the shallow murmuY, but the deep are dumb,”
war talk widely prevails on both continents,
and the world Is half persuaded that open hos-
tilities are about to begin.

What a spectacle It s, for gods and men, for
two nations to be thus blustering and threat-
cning unimaginable things, when uelther of
them I8 making enough money to pay its daily
bills! For that s literally the fact. The strait-
ened siate of Spanish finances ix notorious. The
rusources of the Kingdom have been mortgaged,
nnd the patriotism of the people appealed to,
for loans on hari terms to the Government, and
yet deficits and bankruptey loom menacefnlly
just ahead. Over these facts the Amerlean foes
of Spain exult. But what is this Natlon's own
condition? Better than that of 8pain, no doubt;
yot surely not such as to Invite a war for sheer
love of fighting and It costs. This country has
had three years of depression and disaster.
Rusiness hag been prostrated, fwdustries para-
Iyzed. Even the rich have been forced to econo-
mize, while people of modi rate means have felt
the hand of waht, and the poor have becn
driven to beggary. 'The Federal Government
bas not had cnough revenue to meet ta fixed
expenses, but has had to borrow money, and
thus vastly Increase the Natlonal debt. It s
living on bhorrowed money to-day. And now,
just ag the times are beginning to improve and
the Natlon is getting upon its tinanclal feet
agaln, men are claworing for a foreign war! Is
it a farce, or crime?

What the United Statos needs s peace, pros-
perity, restoration %f business confidence, re-
openlug of mills and factorles, revival of indus-
try and Inerease of wages to the luborer, of
profits 10 the employer. and of revenue to the
Government. If Congress wants business to

transact, it will find enough of it in the promo-

tion of such causes. They do not serve thelr
~ country well who, with a deficit In the Treas-
. ury, speak for war instead of for an increase
revenue. This Nation has never falled to
care of {tself in war, when war has been
‘::.Iﬂrwmllmru!ltodom.

anxlety about that. But It
care of Its own intercests In
and bas suffered sorely from

panics, and a depleted Treasury. It is
tolay. That is the condition,
Bot need of forelgn wai, which confronts

to Il po m— |
by having the Secretary of the Treasury take

{an appropriation of $10,000,000 to pay off the

@ been instructed to sub- |

|
|

the Government at Washington, and which de-
mands its most immediate attention. After we
liave sot our own house In order there will be
plenty of time to regulate the affalrs of the rest
of the world,

“LATITUDE OF DEBATE." |

Senator Pettlgrew, of South Dakota, hn\"mg’
digcovered that the recelvers of the Union Ia- |
vitie are engaged In a nefarions plot to cheat the
Government by refusing to pay the interest on
the 6 per cent collateral trust notes, for which
bonds aud stocks of the hranch roads are held

a8 seeurity, proposes to circemvent the rascals

possegsion of the collateral on behalfl of the Gov-
ernment. He has offered a resolution making

notes for thiz purpose, “The scheme of the ras-
cally recelvers Leing to complicate matters go |
a% 1o be able to sever the branch lines from The |
matn road, on whieh the Giovernment has a lien,
lie proposes to head them off hy having the Gov-
ernment pay off the notes and take possession
of the braoeh lines as well as.the main road, and
operate the whole as one system, It will amuse
prople who know anything of the personal char-
acter and standing of Mr., 1. Ellery Anderson
and Mr. Frederie K. Coudert, two of the recelv-
ers, to learn thut they are charged with con-
spiring to swindle the Government, aud will,
perhaps, amuse still wore the personal acqualnt-
ances of Senator Pettigrew to know that that
gentleman s standing between them and the
Government.,

However that may be, the disclosures made
by Senator Pettigrew have awakened the in-
terest of Senator Morgan, of Alabama, who,
after alluding to the past history of the Pacitic
ronds as “a saturnalia of frand” and “a laby-
vinth of frauds and rascalities,” expressed him-
self strongly In favor of an investigation. An-
swering Senator Platt, of Connectleut, who urged
the necessity of taking up the Pacific Rallroad
matter and acting upon it one way or the ather
during thiz session, Senator Morgan sald he was
hlmself in favor of disposing of the subject
finally, but he wanted it distinetly understood
that when It eame to be considered “there would
“o a1 clalm of latitude of debate commensurate
swith the magnitude of the question.””  Preclsely
how much latitude would be commensurate in
the Senator's judgment we have no means of
knowing. He has peculiar ideas of latitude of
debite, But If this subject hias not been debated
with latitnde and longitude, in all its length,
breadth, helght and depth, commensurate with
fts own magnitude during the last twelve years,
that magnitude must be beyond human concep-
tion. The debate has reached back to the incep-
tion of the enterprise, and uncovered all the
plans, purposes and Mmotives of the men now
dead who were ite profectors; it has stretched
forward and covered all the possibilities and
probahilities of the future, and has thrashed over
and rehasbhied not only all the seandals in its his-
tory, but the characters, private lives and ante-
cedents of everybody who has been counected
at any time with its management.

Az for Investigations, it has been investigated,
reinvestigated and Investigated again. Since
the foundation of the Government no subject has
been so thoroughly, continuously and persistent-
Iy investigated. The XLIXth Congress spent
§100,000 on a commission which probed the
whole history and management of the roads, and
put expert accountants upen the minutest de-
tails of tle bookkeeping. Their report filled
eight volumes, and covered 6,000 pages. The
majority of the commisslon reported in favor of
a refunding plan much more favorable to the
Government than any pow proposed, which the
companies were then ready to accept. That in-
vestigation was set on foot for the sole purpose
of preventing any action by Congress looking to
a definite and permanent settlement. The ultl-
mate object of the opponents of decisive action
was then, as it is now, to compel the Govern-
ment to take possesston of the roads, .control,
manage and operate them. This purpose, now
that a crisls has been reached lmperatively de-
manding action of some sort, is now frankly dls-
closed. Senator Pettigrew makes no secret of
his views in that regard. His proposed appro-
priation of $10000,000 to secure Government
control of the branch lloes Is shimply one feature
of the plan looking 1o control not only of the
portion of the main lines covered by the Govern-
ment len, but of the entire system, It hardly
needs to be pointed out that It i at once im-
practicable and ahsurd.

All thie same, It helps to a clearer understand-
ing of the situation. The question presented 13
simply whether the Government will treat the
matter from a purely business polnt of view us
one between deblor and creditor, 10 be settled
upon terms which will give the creditor the best
gecurity attainable and leave the debtor In a
position to meet the obligations Incurred, or will
enormously increase its original Investment for
the sake of trying the experiment of Government
control and management of the business of trans-
portatipn now carried on by chartered Incor-
porations.

THE COMING HALL OF RECORDS.

The difference between a public movement
which bas real vim behind It and one which
hasn't 18 illustrated in the development of the
plan for a new Hall of Records. For many
years the fact has been generally known, and at
frequent Intervals emphatically proclaimed, that
the Register's Office Is not merely inconvenlent
and unwholesome, but a veritable firetrap, In
whieh documents of incalenlable value are con-
tinually exposed to destruction. A considerable
number of persons have listened with anxions
interest to these successive descriptions of a
grave calamity overhanging the clty, the news-
papers have done their fair share of protest and
admonition, members of the Leglslature have
consented to take the matter under considera-
tlon, and it has seemed more than once as if
something might be done about it. But the
slight alarin has always dled away, the litle
stir has ceased, and there has been absolutely
‘nothing to show for all the time and effort ex-
pended by so many earnest Individuals. But
perhaps there has been in every case a small
nnobserved residumm of iuterest and Informa-
1'on, and it may be that the present movement

wes much to that aceumulating consclonsness
of a real public necessity.

At all events, a long-deferred hope 1s appar-
ently about to be realized. Tt Is not many weeks
sipce a published letter from ex-Register Levy
again directed attentlon to the subject and seem-
Ingly started an impulse which, unlike all sim-
flar Incitements in years past, is actually pro-
ducing practical reaults. Just how to account
for the difference we do not know, but we sup-
pose It 18 due to the action of a*number of eu-
ergetie cltiizens having large Interests at stake,
who formed an organization for the express pur
pose of attending to this important matter in a
businesslike manner. The bill which the Cor
poration Counsel has drafted at their instance,
and which Is all ready for presentation to the
Leglslature, appears to be exactly adapted to the
purpose, and is especlally notable for Its pre-
cautions agalnst needless delay. It provides for
the acquisition of a site near the County Court-
house, but not in the Clty Hall Park, either by
private contract or condemnatlon proceedings,
the city taking title in the latter case at the he-
ginning of the legal process instead of at the

‘end of It. The Board of Estimate and Apportion-

ment Is charged with the selectlon of an archl-
teet by competition or otherwise, and through
him with the construction of a fireproof build-
ug contalning suitable accommodations for the

Reglster and the County Clerk and the Surro-

gates and thelr courts. Thus far oo apposition
whatsoever has beon encountered, it is expected
that none will be developed i the Legislanre,
and there Is good reason to hope that the work
of construction will begin In the spribg.

such, In brief, is the Listory up to date of this
latest aud, g= we hope, final and suecessful en
deavor 1o provide a sale recepracle for records
the destrnetion of which would be a stupemlous
calamitt and disgrace to the ciiy, as 1t has been
for many years i strong probability.  The ae
ecomplishiment of the project, most desitable in
fi<elf, will Le of further neidental advantage
in facilitating the removal of the three shiabhy

1 strnerares which elutter and deface the northeast

corper of the City Hall Park. There are very
few new schemes of public Improvement which
we should want to see the ity nnderiake Just
pow, but this plan for a safe Hall of Reconls
canuot be reckoned among the attractive enter
prises which enght to walt for more Prosperous
times. 11 would be the helght of folly, a8 indecd
it always has been, to conelude that a iligasier
which has been eseaped so long can be reason-
ably courted indefinitely.

THE CONTROLLER'S RTRANGE LETTER.

Controller of the Currency Eckels, who has
Just Issued another report ureing retirement of
greenbacks and varlous other changes of law
to make National banking more profitable, lias
some occasion at this time to make the merits
and the beanties of that system a Hitle clearer
than they appear in the light of recent vvents.
e has been suddenly obliged to take possession
through a receiver of the largest Natlonal bank
except one in maguitude of business at Chi-
cago, -In a long letter about this fallure
_a lotter which does not seem to have bien
quite necessary for publle interest nnless 1o rx-
plain how a Natlonal bank was perinitted to gt
into such a condition—Controller Eckels says:
wihe fallure of the bank is due to Injudicious,
sreckless and improdent methods, followid] by
s offieers and not eliecked by the directors,
sehonel their attention had been Individnally
“ecalled to the same, . . This and other large
sand doubtful loans Lad been eallsd by speclal
“letter to the attentlon of the officers anid ddis
orectors, and specitie lmprovement promised o
sypnr sines” This I8 certainly a remarkable
statement. It will lead many o ask whether
the ample power given by law for publle pro-
tection has been faithfully exerted. Is 10 the
business of a Controller to wait an entire year,
aftor gotting konowledze of comluet which Mre
Kekels now pronounces “injudiclous, reckless
and imprudent,” and which many others wounld
pronounce criminal? How is he Justitied for
failing to ascertaln whether the promise il
to him had been kept, and whetier the bank
nad been placed in 1t condition for the safely of
the publle? 1f the Controller does In fact con
trol. what was he doing through all that year
tn which the promises made to him were not at
all observed, although It does not appear that
for months he made any endeavor to find out
whether they were or not?

It {8 even admitted by the Conrroller in effect
that there was known to he sopiething wrong
in June last, potwithstanding the requireinend
and the promise six months hefore, for e siys:
“In June last on the surface there Do Iwsem
made an fmprovement.” This Is obviously not
the language In which the Controller wonld have
mentloned an apparently full performance of
pledges. “An Hnprovement™ meais satnething
much less, But agaln comes the question why
the Controller, having attention callisl to the
fact that the prowdse of o year oo had tot Inren
fully performed in six months, did sot immedi
ately maks uge of the powers inirist 1 to him
for the publie protection,  Foroswha e
transaction which the Controller
wother large and doubieful Toans had Dven callad
“hy special letter to the attention of the ulllewrs
sand directors™? 10 was a loan to oue eeneeri,
the Calumet Elctrle Company, of nore than
the entlee eapital and surpius of the bk, annld
yet the Natlonal Banking act expressly provides
that the total Nabilities to any banking as=oin-
tion, “of any person or of Any Company, cor
“poration or firm for moley borrowisl, Tnelml
“ing In the Habilithes of a company or i the
“Uabilities of the several members thereof, shall
vat no time exeeed one-tenth part of the amonit
sof the capital stock of such association actually
spaid in Sl another loan was mande for
£300,000 1o a fiem o which the president’s son-
fu-law was a parmer, and a thivd also appears
to have been made, 0 amount much larger than
the law allows, to another relative

We submit that It woulld be well worth while
for Controller Eekels to make it clear that the
provistons of the Natlona! Banking law, enact-
ed for the protection of the public agalnst Jdis-
lonest or reckless managenent, are not habit-
ually violated or permitted to be vielated for a
year without Inquiry. It would be apparently
more to the Interest of the publle and more 1o
the Interest of the Natlonal banks themselves
it Mr. Eekéls would devote less thue to the cru-
sade agalnst the greenbacks awd somew hat more
to explanations tending to restore contlilince In
the proper enforcement of the Natlonal Bauking
law by the officials appointed for that purpose,

s

says, “with

UNITING THE POSTOFFICES,

The consolldgtion of the govermments of the
severnl eltles and  villages Included i the
scheme of Greater New-York does not neces-
sarily tmply the immediate union of the post-
offices In this rerritory. At tivst glapes there
way be a sceming anomaly In the idea of u
pumber of postoffices within the limits of a
single city, but, as a matter of fact, such a siate
of things has existed many times; perhaps never
more conspleuously than in the maintenance of
a separate postofiice for Willlnmshurg for years
after that elty was annexed to HBrooklyn. No
one ean question the desirability of consolidat-
ing the postoffices of the greater ofty probably
ool to be established hereg with the deslgn of
giving all parts of it the best possible servies
g treating the municipality as o unit from the
postal polnt of view,

It appears, however, that there s a law on the
statute-book that will interfore with this desie.
able consummation, vnless It e repealed or
moditied, It provides that “no postotiiee estah-
“lished at any county seat shall be abolished op
“dlscontinned by reason of any consolidation of
“postotfices made by the Postmaster-General
“under existing Inw.”  Now, in Greater New-
York there will be not less than four county
sents—to wit, New-York, Brooklyn, Long Islond
Clty and Richmond—atd 1t Is obviovs that by
this law a separate postoflee must b ain-
tained in each. The provision quotwed Is (o be
found in the Postal Approprintion bl passed
at the first sesslon of the present Cougress. It
was In no sense intended 1o apply to such a
cage ax wonld be brought about by the estab-
lishment of Greater New-York, but to meet a
totally different sltuation In another Rtate,
But so long as it remains a law it will block
the unilon of postoflices In this neighborhood,
desirnble as that unquestionably will be. Such
unlon counld, It Is true, be accomplished In one
other way—that Is, by the abolitlon of the pres-
ent county lines, which would require an
amendment to the Btate Constitution. Such an
amendment cannot be adopted at once.

The solution of the problem lles In the repeal

of the provision of Federal law which we have
quoted, or such a modification of It as will
wnke it inapplicable to county seals ineluded
within the boundaries of a efty. This would be
a stmple matter, and as the present Congress is
respousible for 1his proviso It shonld take steps
{0 remove the obstacle which it has unwittingly
oftered 1o what will doubtless sqon become a de-
sirable consummation, Beyou {hls no sction
by Congress will be necded to effect the union
of the postoffives In the coming clty. For that
the Postmaster-General has ample power under
cxlsting laws, The advantages of sueh unfon
have recently heen pointed out by the post
winsters of New-York and Brooklyn, and with
the emphatie opinjons on the subiject which
they have expressed the comunmity in general
has no eavse for disagrecing.

NO NEED FOR HASTE.

Why be so precipitons and  bellicose Just
pow? The state of affairs o Coba Is prefty
Lol o dodbt, But it'is no worse than It has
been for o year past, The death of Maceo if
he be dend -1s deplorable, But so, and just as
wiels so, was the death of Marth.  The one
enlls for no more excltement and vengeanee
than the other. Weyler's adminisiration way
be eriel. But It Is no worse now than It has
been all along, The patrlot eause may Le
worthy one. But Is It no worthler than it was,
and 18 ne more entitled 1o recognition thun it
was o year ago, In all the battles In Cuba
sipee this war began there have not been as
mwany men killed and wounded as in a single
Lattle of our Civil War, and all the cruelties of
Weyler are not to be compaved with the hor-
rors of Andersonville. Yet we would not have
tolerated @ thought of forelgn Intervention,
Why this mad rush for us to Intervene In Cuba
now ¥

Some weeks ago the people of this couniry
dechlsd upon a change of Adwministration at
Washington. They elected a new I'resident by
the largest majority on record, and a new Con-
gress, They expressed most unmistakably their
desire that the forelgn and domestic polley of
the Nation should be commitied 1o these new
Lands, That desite, that mandate, shoulil be
vespected, 1 we have walied patiently through
nearly two years of Cuban war, we ean surely
walt two months longer, and let the guestion
be dealt with by those whom the people have
ckosen to deal with ir, unembarrasgsed by any
rash policies tnitiated by a moribund Alminis-
tration and bequeathed as a legacy of trouble
to its suecessor,

GREAT BRITAIN'S NEW CRUISER.

The new Dritish ernlser, the Powerful, well
Qeserves her none,  She (5 the largest and
formidable erniser In the workd, The
fizutes ropresenting hee dimensions, equipiment
amid ability are rveally startling.  Ier longth,
for example, s 338 fier, her breadth 71 feet, her
deauglit 27 feet, and her displacement 1E2Z00
Tonis,

HITIEL

Those dimensions are surpassed, indesd
cqualled, by only a few of the great merchant
stepmiers, How they eompare or contrast with
those of onr own best ernlgers may be seen
fromn the faet that the Brooklyn's length Is only
s feet, bresadth GIAS feet, draught 24 feer,
and displacement 9,251 tons,  The Powerful has
a protective deek of six lnches of solid steel,
awd eontalns no lesk than 100 steqm engines in
Aifferent parts of her vast bl Her gous will
throw nearly elzht tons of profectiles oominnte,
at the Blghest veloeity ever attalned, of which
two amed o half tons may b thrown steaigh
aliead and two and a half tons stralght asteru.

Even more poteworthy, If possible, are the
details of her horse-power, speed amd coulen-
duraner. On actunl trin] she haa deyveloped 24,
197 horse power— more than any other ship evey

Lol exeopt the biggest 1wo Cuparders. The
Brooklyn's Lorsepower Is only 16000, The
Powerful's first test was one of 30 honrs'

cantinunl eruising, with only 5,000 horse-power,
making 1400 knots il consuming 45 tons of
canl an hour, Then she was sent for 30 hours
with 18000 horse-power, making 21 knots sl
consuming 175 tons of conl ap hour. Finally she
was pt to the unexampled test of 4 hionrs!
stedming with not less than 25,000 hopse-power
under natoeal deaught, amd | hours more -
medintely following with 220060 Lorsepower.
This shie stownd periecetly,  In the first 4 hours
she never  showel than 25000 horse-
power, sl ran up to 264070 amd In the see-
and 4 honrs her mitnimum was 220004 horse-
power, and her maxionm, maintained during
thee Iast houre of the telal, 24000, Her highest
specd was sbont 220 Knots, She earvles the
enormons allownies of 3000 tons of conl, and
I thnrs alde to steson D600 Kuots ot J4.55 knots
an Bour or 4200 kpots at 21 knots an hour,
What thait means way b appreciated when
we are retnimded that the Brooklyn earries
only 1,750 tens, and ean make only G0N knots
at 10 knots, nml only LTS8 Kuots at 20 Knots an
I,

The Powerfil 1 pow In comwmisston, A sister
ship, the Terrible, s nearing eompletion, aml
will probably excel even the Powerful In some
respects,  These may be taken as types of the
erntsers with which the British Navy will In the
next few years be numeronsly provided. Thoere
pny be ships afloat in other navies which sur-
pass them In some partleulars.  There |8 not
o Lhat, taken altogether, comes even near to
equnlling them. Evidently naval designers and
coustractors In other lands must vigorously be-
stir themselves If Britannia is not to continue
to rule the waves.

o s

longer offlce hours are to be the rule In the
District-Attorney’s office hereafter, we are glad
1o say.

*

House-owners who fail to shovel the snow from
thelr sidewnlks are reminded that under a re-
cently enacted luw the work may be done for
them by the eity and the cost thereof made .
lien on thelr properiy.

S e i

The ald reservolr at Forty-second-st. must go.
The decres went out against it some time since,
It there have been strenuous though mistaken
efforts to preserve It. As a matter of fact, It
cumbers a lot of valuable land that can be put
to & much better use, There wes a time when
ihe reservolr served a good purpose, but all that
It now does can be hetter accomplished by the
new water mains running to the lower part of
the city. The part of Bryant Park which the
reservolr covers has been turned over to the con-
trol of the Park Department, and the early
demolltion of & structure which has outllved Ity
usefulness may be looked for. In lts place will
soon rise, we confidently expect, the stately
bullding that will be the home of the publie
litrary “resulting from the combinlng of the
Astar, Lenox and Tilden foundations,

_..~-—-—-—

Those who have followed the recent course of
public events cannot he gurprised th learn that in
the oplnlon of Senator HIN the tines are terrl-

bly our of loint.
P C——

The convicts In the State prisons are well
aware that dlencss will be the worst thing in
the world for them. Some of them remember
the conditlon to which they were subjected a
few years ago, and want no more of it. Hu-
manity and good order demand that work be

found for them.
— -

The final draft of the proposed charter for
Greater New-York, or at least several chapt
of it, will, we are told, be glven to the public
to-morrow, so that all Interested may have the
opportunity of reading It on Christmas Day.
This, It should be borne In mind, |s the draft as

agreed on by a commitice, and has not yet been

acted on by the Charter Commission as a whole.
That it differs in°many respects from the pre-
liminary draft prepared by a sub~committee last

summer Is altogether probable, although the
work of the Committee on Draft has been well
guarded, and only some vague and general no-
tlons regarding the result of' its dellberations
have leiked out. Inasmuch as this committes
comprises nearly half the members of the Com-
mission, It is safe to assume that the document
now nearly completed will not undergo many
changes before it i3 presented to the Legislature
a month after the sesglon begins. Bomething 18
gald about public 'henringu on the various chap-
ters of the charter, but It is evident that there
will be scant time for anything of that sort, for
the Commisston is obllged to make its report
by February 1, and will by law cease to exist at
the heginning of March.
e et

Tt is agalnst the law to sollelt funds for politl-
eal purposes In a Government building. The
custodian of such a bullding In Worcester, Mass.,
viclated the law, and In consequence hls ser~
vlces have been digpensed with, No fault is to
be found with this disposition of his case.

PERSONAL.

Governor-elect George Wesley Atkinson, of Wheel-
g, W. Va., Is a strong Methodist. “With o fel.
low-member,” says “The Baltimore Sun," "he at-
tended a meeting at the Fourth Street Methodlst
Church a few evenings ago, and during the service
the minister appealed strongly for Christmus offer-
Ings, to be dellyered Wednesday evening, Mr.
Atkingon's friend remurked to him that he would
buy a dressed pig If the Governor would curry it
The latter accepted the banter, and I8 now con-
fronted with the ecarcass of & ‘dressed plg’ welgh-
irg 20 pounds, The Governor will undertake to
carry the porker a distance of more than @ square,
He sayvs r#u-v cannot come too large for him, and
that he never thought twice about ‘toting' anything
that reached the Aw-pound mark In his younger
days."”

The personal property left by the late Archblshop
Henson of Canterbury (2 valued at $175,000.

wThe Boston Transeriit” says: “A movement
has been put on foot In all the large cltlen of the
Unfted States to memortalize the twenty-fifth anni-
verasiry of the retgn of King Oscar Il tn Bweden
Ly making the monarch a gift that shall fittingly
chiow the high appreciation of his long aml prosper-
ous adminlsttation, Some of the most Influential
Bwedea In Bonton have crennlzged a committes for
the purpose of solk iting funds for this object, and
subeerintion lists huve been opened in  varlous
daces.' The anniversary will occur ¢n Heptember
8, 1807,

Yrineess Henry of Pleas has pent an appeal to
every English woman marrled to & CGerman In the
(German BEmpire, The Princess wishes to colleet
trom her fellow-countryworien a sum of money tn
by o hrndeams present to glve to Queen Vietoria
'n the occasion of the cloge of the sixtleth year of

her reign. Humdreds of Englishwomen hnve re-
gponsded to the appeal, and the sum collected )=
» one, More Englishwomen are

likely to be n larg:
married to Germans tl
forelen nation. |

gl Samuel Henry Btrong, the Chief Justice of
the Suprieme Court of Cannda, has been appolnted
a member of the Tudicial Committee of the Privy

ain to members of any other

Counell of Great Britaln,

The Rev, L. L. Conrady, who left the 1'matitin
Indinn Reservation in 1659 to take the place of the
late Futher Damien, In charge of the Muolokn!
{Hawnli) leper eolony, 2 In Portland, Ore, as the
guest of Archbishop Cross, A fiw months ago he
went to Japan o inspect the Jeper eolony of Go-
tambhn, near Yokohama, What he wilinessed thera
Impelied him 1o the bellef that It was his duty to

return to clvilization and it himself as a physiclan |

nnd surgean by i course of ktudy, and he is on his
way to plies himeelf under the Instruction of Dr.
Monnet, of Chliago.  After finlshing his course of
medicine Father Conrady will return to Maolokal,
relieving Father Damlien, a brother of the de ad
priest.

THE TALKE OF THE DAY,

In and around Emporia, Kan, the buying and
golilng of cattle geems to be the only industry,
which leads “The Giazette’” of that town to remark:

“The grest trouble we have here [¢ the jdea we
hive In this sectlon of the country that Iif fifteen or
twerty follows can sit around Mit Wilhite's stove
and e about what they made on the last banch of
cattie, we have the world by the tull. Well, we
haven't, Ona loatl of cattle that cama in on the
Santa Fé the other dny has ridden In and nut of
Kuoasas Clty four times. When such a blg load of
englne conl §8 fod Into a steer the money is all out
of him. Half the steers in Lyon County have been
on the tealn sn much that they go running up 1o
tiin bgirs ard be'low to be londed every time they
hear the whistle hlow.™

I got o chanes to go 1o work

A Job in Prospect
anld iemal

i1 oauld only kit out to Culifornia,”

Thiwson

“ouy, wves, yvou would work, T don't think,™ #nld the
ineredunlous ellixen

" b1 wouldn't mind takin® this hera job, |
heur there I8 o pege  wants two hundred men to
e around on their backs and wateh fer that fyin’
machite, —ndianapolis Journal,

A Llncksmith in Kunsas has hit upon a novel plan
to Indues his debtors to pay up. He has published
in the local pupiers the following card: “Aa I am
obligd to mect the paymen® of a note, 1 am con-
pelled 1o call upon ol of Lthose who are indebted to
me 1o help me out as much as they can, 1 have Jdo-
clded to select a dny. 1 request your presence at
my shop to pay the amount hervin stated, You
will recelys @ speclal treat. Lunch and refresh-
ments will be served from 1 p, m. to 6 p. m. in my

basement, and a vory good time is assured, Please
prosent this card when you call and show the
*amount of your account, which s —- dollnrs amd
— cents,"

Deeply Intercated. —Juks—1 would have been run
over on Broadway to-day If 1t had not boen for
Winks, who wos with me. He sprang forward amd
showered hlows on the horses' heads with an fim-
brelln Just as the umbrella broke the team
stappnd, and 1 was pulled out from bencath the

wheols,
Hitnks—Did the umbrella have a stiver handie like
a shepherd's crook?
S didn't notlee particalarly, ard, besides, he
broke it all to pleces stopping the team. Why?"
“He burrowed mine yesterday.'—(New-York

Weukly

A Spanish puper printa the following interesting
story: Twenty yeurs ngo a young Malay and his
family, coming from the Phillppines, disembarked
&t Barcelonn, where they soon bLecame publle
chiarges. ‘There were four sons, one «f whom was
named Juan Luna Noricls, He was taken Into the
home of n slgn painter, who wished to teach the
young Malay his profession; but Juan =oon shopwed
such ability In drawing and palnting that he at-
traeted the attention of the authorltles, The Span-
1sh Government plaved him In the studlo of the
wel-known painter Vera, and afterward sent him
to study art for a year In Home. Later he created
a stir in Parls and London, where he exhibited his
palntings. The Nattonal Museum In Madrid, the
Cercle des Denux Arts in Parls and other Conti-
nental gallerles possess hls work. It appeared that
the Maluy had not lost all the savage tralts of his
nature, however, for he was Implicated In & domes-
tie tragedy In which his wife lost her lite. He dis-
anpenred, and It 18 now learncd that he has gone
to join the Insurgent bands In the Fhillppines.

Bhe—The lutedt poetess, Is she? Well, she looks
1llu- a problem in Euclid, all corners and stralght
fnes,

He—1 think she's likka my lnst

day's fishing, al
gnple nnd no cateh—(Plck Me Up. - :

The census of Atlanta, Ga,, Just completed, gives
It a population of §3,000.

Bpata—It's delightful to listen to Count Maka-
ronnd, the Italian nobleman, on account of the way
he uses his vowels,

Srurtoots~Yes, hs does scatter them around pro-
mls uously, but he discriminates,

Spats—Why, what do you mean?

Socartoots— e seems to favor 1. O, U.—~(Pittsburg
Nows,

The New-England Boclety of Mayflower Doscend-
ants held Its annual meeting on Monday at the "0ld
Hempstead  Houee," New-London, which s the
birthplace of the soclety, This soclety was the first
Mayfower soclety to be organized In New-England,
and 1t has grown eapldly since March 7, 184, which
wiis the dute of s Incorporation. There was &
large uttendunce of members ot the meeting, and
the following oMeers were chosen for the ensuing
year: Governor, Willlam Waldo Hyde, Hartford,
Conn.; deputy-governor, Henry Augustus Morgan,
Aurora, N. Y.; captain, Captain Royal Bird Brad-
ford, Navy Yard, New-York; secretary, Percy Coo
Eggleston, New-London, Conn.; Weasurer, Laurence
Waterman Miner, New-London, Conn.; historian,
Frances Potter, New-London, Conn.; Board of As-
sistants, Willlam Molthrop Btark, Wolcott Barbour
Manwaring, Percy Coe Eggleston, Lucy Palmer
Butler, Allce Stanton Turner, Hetsey Ingham
Loomis Whittlesey, Mary Lydia Bollea Branch.

Hersaved—Well, doctor, now that the Interval
permits my speaking calmly of my husband's de-
mise, I am prompted to ask your confirmed opinion
“D':': {.;1:_ c;\luu %!“hll l:uﬂil.

complication of dise
Bereaved—Ah! That was so llk.:“‘m

h g
s Versatie n overyIRiag —(RIChmond DISpRtoR

THE DRAMA.

4
SHAKESPEARE AT DALY'S THEATRA
ADA REHAN AS BEA

In the production of “Much Ado About Noth.
ing," which was ably and brilllantly accomplished
1ast night at Daly's Theatre, the principal featurs
was the impersonation of Beatrice by Ada Rehan,
It might well have been expected that this ge.
complished. actress, with all her resources of vital.
ity and all her wealth of tender fesling, would suce
ceed in this character,—compounded as It s of
llght and joy, piquant and tantalizing misel
noble passion, and the ardent fidelity of an affes
tionate heart. She had made Katherine an Image
of truth, to be r bered and tr ed as |
as any tradition of the stage shall prevall, and,~
much a8 the two characters differ,—in Kathering
there is the potentinlity of Beatrice. She mare
than justified the liveliest anticipation. Hor [deg]
was true, her expression of it firm and splendid,
and the embodiment, taking Its placs among the
ripest and happlest of her works, was not losw g5
dicative of thg charlty and power of her mind than
of the aMuence of her anlmal #pirits, the dellcacy
of her womanlike Intul‘len, und the excending
grace of her drumatlc method. In personal dig.
tinction, In prodigality of gle. In mental corpe.
spondence, &nd In continuity of Impersonation this
performance I8 extraordirary, It will not eclipse
the giittering Image of Beatrlee that Ellen Torry
has set, for all time, In the pantheon of memory;
but it will be named After that superb achlevemsat
and it will fill & niche In the “ame stately nllery
of proud renown, "

It Is sald of Beatrlce that “her spirits are as oy
and wild as haggurds of the rock,”—but that must
not be taken too lierally. Beatrice W nelther
virago nor a shrew, and the old stage custom
making her almos: offensively tumultuous and
violently aggressive was un abuse. She speaks with
airy satire and philosophical composure about “woo.
ing, wedding,~and repentance,” and her remarks
are extremely diverting: but sh= I5 no more saplent
than other women, when once her heart i touched,
Ahe can #ee a church by daylight,—but the daylight
sometimes falls, and when the stars come out her
sight Is nmot so keen. Beatrice I= to be understood
as o high-spirited, nardent, affectionate  young
woman, who longs for love, and yet resents the
nocesally, In herself, of lenging for It. She has pro-
vided her mind with the full conviction that she
can live without It, and she s equipped with many
pungent precepts to that effect. “There was a stap
danced,” she =ays, “and under that was I born™;
and of her merry heart she declures, thunk{ully, that
“it keeps on the windy side of care'” There Iy
no great mystery in that aspeet of the femining
nuture, Beatrice 1s not one of the “milky rabble;
# ut, underneath her brilllant exterlor, her gay, ims
perlous, deflent manner (“Disdain and scorn ride
sparkling In her eyed™), she is one of the most
sifeetionate and generous of women. She has 1q:
Leen secretly Inglined toward Henedlek, as Bene-
dlck, In turn, hax been secretly Inclined toward
ler,—and therefore she is 1eadily awakened, and by
o simple stratagem, to the knowledge of her love,
That is the idesl interpreted and conveyad hy Miss
Rehan, who has had the wisdom to aprrehiend the
esseniinl soul of Beatrice, not entirely, or even con-
siderably, from her relation to Benedick, but largely
from her relation to Hero, The great moment of
the play, for Beatrize, is that of her prodigious,
passtonate, unsprakable resentme nt of the dreadful
Insult that s offercd to the pure and gontle giel
whom she =0 tenderly loves, < It Is as i all woman-
hood wera inearnated In her singie person, to re-
buke, humiliate, and punish the arrogant injustice
of man. Women, usually, are.the sternest
and most rancorous censors of other women. hut
women, at thelr best, may well admire Beage,
for she f2 all woman and the splendid champlon of
ter sex. It is remarkable, m the unerring art of
Shukespenrs, that all the disgulses and defences
of Beatriea nre suffored to fall away, at that su-
preme moment, when her soul stands hare and
fAames 1o its full stature, Miss Rehan had carrled
the scenes of the “merry war® against Benedick
with that profuse and exhilarating vivaelty in which
ghe excels; hut it was in the church scene that she
crowned her triumph, by a magnificent outburst of
passion,—not turbulent, nor combative, nor hysters
{ral, but that of a woman's outraged mind and suf-
tering heart,—which, while it Impelied the dramatie
action switily to a brilllant climax, also aperated
to fllumine the whole character and disclose 1t a8
intrinsieally the soul of woman-like virtue and

The applause of the audience broke forth
with ardent vehemence, at that peint, ‘“‘;“M
and slgnalized her victory. :

The stage deal of Benedick Is that of the dashing
coldier: but Benedick is not distinctively a soldier,
any more thun Claudlo Is, or Don Pedro; and, al-
though he s vivaclons and demonstrative when beset |
with ralliery, his constitutional habit = whimsleal.
Moreover, the type of soldler !s not uniform, except
In stage custom,—for one soldler difereth from an-
other soldier, and there ls one glory of the artiilery
and another glory of the drum major. Shakespeare’s
men uiid women show themselves, very distinetly, in
their soliloquies, and Henedlek, in his soliloquies, s
ruminant, fantastle, quizzical, and waggish, and by
no 4neins of any kindred with Bobadll, Don Carsar,
or Captain Plume. Tradition, however, ls potent;
and Mp. Richman, deferring to anclent custom, pres
sented Benedick as the bllihe and buoyant warrior,
to whom the making of love and the fighting of
tatties are equally the pleasant pastimes of Uy, and
who s radlant In flutter and resonan: in bounce,
Moving upon that line the young actor gained the
, beat success In high comedy that he has yet obtained
lu this theatre, His appearance wis a continual
pleasure to the eye, and there was, n his banter and
raillery, a gay and happy spirit which diffused dee
Hght and enlisied cordial favor, Depth and subtlety
in the comprehension of a4 complex character, o=
g4ther with the imperial manner of high comedy Ia
Its dellneation, s=eem desipable In & portrayal of
Benedick: and yei the pari can be very effeciively
played without them. Edwin Booth, who certainly
Whe a great actor, never troubled himself much about
them, when he payed Benedlek, and his impersona-
tion had many admirers, Perhaps, in time, Mr.
Richman may Infuse more mind into his acting, and
take & mors origlnal course. He possvsses many
excellent quallfieations; and, though it could not be
sald of him (hat “le iath a dealenly gt of
prophécy,” It may rightly be alloged,—and never
more appropriutely than in view of this ausplcious

serformance,—that "sundry blessings hang about his

end, that speak him fu'l of grace."

The character of Don John is usually siighted
but it was not slighted In the excellent performs
unce given by Mr, Sidney Herbert, Don John 18
the evil force,~busy, resolute, and relentless,
of which proceeds the whole serlous movement
the play. Shakespeare has not elaborated the pars,
but he has clearly druwn it, and he has given to it
iall necessary prominence. Don John's nuiure, e
gentlully mean, crafty, and crvel, Is corroded with
envy and mallce, He Is the man who hates goods
ness because It s good and beauty because it 8
beautiful—the man who Is made bltter and resents
ful by mere perception or report of merit in an-
other person. He Is a villain, and he knows it and
exults In It; yet he has been born a prince, and he

ssesses the manner of his statlon, amd, for the
urtherance of his bad designs, he will assume the
demennor of blunt honesty; and he (s always self-
contalned and grave. Mr, Herbert was singularly
fortunate in his assumptlon of that personality,
expressing it by the pale, discontented countenance
and lowering eyes of o man consumed with spleen,
and halghtenlng the impression of surly (li-nat-
ure,—with difficulty curbed and repressed,—by delft
use of a dry, hard, Incisive volce, black rulment,
and a bearing Indleative of physical deformity.—
not Infrequently an incentlve to malice. “How
tartly that gentleman looks!” says Beatrice: "I
never can see hlm but I am heartburned an hour
after.” No representative of Don John, in our
dry, has made so much of the part as Mr, Herbert
:.I;J;:‘l! or has so clearly shown its practical impor-

The paternal urbanity and honest feeling of
Leonato, together with his oceasional p].{::yfu ness
and his invariable fne courtesy, were agredad
present in Mr. Clarke's performance, wilch also was
characterized by the mellowness snd restful case
of the ripe actor who Knows his resources and
Lh_ern all at ready command. The princely state, the
iucmuu Aignity, and the pliant comradesiip=

Indly, while neither condescending nor famillar=—
of Don Pedro were exactly Indicated by Mr. Gresham.
Claudla, for ance, fell to the lot of a manly actor, MP.
John Cralg, who presenied him for whal he i5—8
modeat, sweet-tempered youth, but a gallant soldier,
brave and resolute, and a devoted lover, The be
havior of Don Pedro and Claudio toward Hero, In the
church scens, would not be possible in actual life:
g.mlemm do not act In such a way toward women:
it that part of the story Shalespeare found In
Arlosto or Bandello, whenee he derived the Claudlo
and Hero eplsode, and he has made it tributary to
& splendid dramatle effect and has dignified it by his
way of treating it. The offence to Hero was needed
for the full revelation of Beatrlee,—as well to hers
aclf and her lover ns to the auditor of the play: an
the dramatle artlst herein shows his ¢onsummate
skill, making the anguish of Hero directly elleitive
of all that |s sincere and aplendid in the noble woman=
hood of Beatrlee, An appearance of overmastering
grief and anger. on the part of Claudlo, must
displayed, and must be managed with exceptiona
tact, In that church seene, in order that the w
and resentful lover may be taken off with errdit.
Mr. Craly s nd: more could not he wi
Ursula was assumed by Mrs, Gllbert, who knowe
how to Impart to sven a slicht character the reality
and dramatie slgnificanee which enly came from
fect Impersonation. Ursuln, who, In the odslﬁ 8
one of the gentlewomen atiending on has
ve

made a duennu, In Mr. Da b
I}llr. and she [n not at a!tlrn'll.l' by
he respectful, confidential bearing and the

honor,

tective alr assumeg by Mra. Gilhert Introduced an
:’ll-tmem ':% qﬁ';nntm?l" ;r;d this a{nln Jru -ﬁ!;'"”

of Involunt umor. The
faﬂ“m nf. m: pompous a.ﬁ loguaclous
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